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ABOUT THE TEST

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) was administered in October 2003 under the
auspices of the province’s Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO). The OSSLT was
designed to assess the reading and writing skills that students are expected to have learned across all
subjects by the end of Grade 9, as outlined in The Ontario Curriculum. Students must pass both the
reading and writing components to successfully complete the test. Successful completion of the OSSLT
or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC) is a graduation requirement for the Ontario
Secondary School Diploma.

RESULTS OF THE TEST
Results for First-Time Eligible Students

First-Time Eligible students entered Grade 9 during the 2002-2003 school year. These students (and any others who were placed
in this cohort) were required to write the OSSLT for the first time in October 2003.
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Results for Previously Eligible Students

Previously Eligible students entered Grade 9 during the 2000-2001 (cohort 1) or the 2001-2002 (cohort 2) school year. Cohort one
students (and any others who were placed in this cohort) were required to write the OSSLT for the first time in February 2002.
Cohort two students (and any others who were placed in this cohort) were required to write the OSSLT for the first time in October
2002. Students who were not successful in February 2002 and/or in October 2002, or were absent or deferred became eligible

again to write the OSSLT in October 2003.
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For more information, please visit the Board Web site at www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca and/or EQAO Web site at www.egao.com.



